
   RESOLUTION 
Deep East Texas Council of Governments 

and Economic Development District 

IN SUPPORT OF APRIL AS CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH 

 
WHEREAS, preventing child abuse and neglect is a community epidemic that depends upon 

the  education and involvement of citizens from every sector of the community; and 

 

WHEREAS, this reported maltreatment is only a portion of the overall problem threatening our 

children, for so many cases go unreported, and today’s technology has brought with it a new and 

dangerous form of child endangerment, the online predator; and 

 

WHEREAS, child abuse is a big problem in Texas and across the nation, the Texas Department 

of Family and Protective Services saw the number of child abuse victims increased to 66,352 in 

2018 from 63,657 in 2017 an increase of almost 5 percent; and 

 

WHEREAS, Texas had over 200 confirmed child abuse and neglect-related fatalities in Fiscal 

Year 2019 an increase of almost 15 percent compared to Fiscal Year 2017 (172) almost four 

children a week, 184 children are confirmed victims daily and more than 7 children are maltreated 

every hour, 69 percent were under the age of three, when even one child’s death is too many; & 

 

WHEREAS, child abuse and neglect affects over 1 million children nationally every year, 

child abuse and neglect costs our nation approximately 220 million dollars every day, over 80 

percent of  child abuse cases in Texas and in the U.S. are the result of neglect: and 

 

WHEREAS, the costs in Texas, associated with investigation, care, placement, and treatment of 

child abuse and neglect cases is between 2.3 to 6.1 billion dollars per year; and 

 

WHEREAS, collaboration across governmental jurisdictions and across the public, private, 

and  nonprofit sectors are needed to reinforce one another’s work and investments; and 

 

WHEREAS, the growing costs of child abuse & neglect can be greatly reduced by well-funded 

and robust child abuse prevention and early intervention programs such as the DETCOG 

FAYS Program that can break the cycle of abuse and neglect; and 

 

WHEREAS, hundreds of children are adopted by loving caring parents each year in Deep East 

Texas Region, providing them with a fresh start on a brand-new life after they have experienced 

abuse, neglect, and exploitation; and 

 

WHEREAS, communities will fight child abuse and neglect with community-based programs 

such     as the FAYS Program operated through the Deep East Texas Council of Governments as 

well as the diversity, strengths, and resources many East Texas Faith Based Organizations bring 

to our communities; and 



WHEREAS, all children need love, guidance, safety and deserve to grow up in a safe, loving 

permanent home where his or her physical, emotional and educational needs are fully met 

thereby giving the child an opportunity to realize his or her full potential; and 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Directors of the Deep East Texas 

Council of Governments to increase public awareness of child abuse and neglect by 

providing support and information to families through increased community awareness; and 

do hereby authorize April as Child Abuse Prevention Month. 

 

RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution be prepared in recognition of April as Child Abuse 

Prevention Month. 
 

 

 
 

 


